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[INSERT DATE]

Dear [INSERT NAME/AFFILIATION]:

Teenagers and college students are at increased risk for contracting meningococcal disease, commonly known as meningitis.  This rare, but dangerous, bacterial infection affects nearly 3,000 Americans each year and can lead to death or permanent disability within hours of the first symptoms.  

As a school nurse in [INSERT SCHOOL NAME/DISTRICT], I am writing to inform you about new immunization recommendations and the dangers of meningococcal disease among adolescents.  I would also like to enlist your help to protect local [INSERT CITY/TOWN NAME] teenagers and college students from this devastating disease by supporting our efforts to increase awareness and encourage immunization.

In fact, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends meningococcal immunization for all adolescents 11-18 years of age.  Vaccination can help protect against up to 83 percent of meningococcal disease cases occurring among adolescents and college students.
In response to these new recommendations, [INSERT SCHOOL NAME] asks for your support in helping to educate parents, teenagers and college students about meningococcal disease and immunization.  We welcome the opportunity to further discuss how our institutions can work together to help raise awareness.

I will contact you shortly to discuss this important community health education opportunity.  In the meantime, please feel free to contact me directly at [INSERT SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER] or to call the local health department.

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL NURSE]

[INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL]


