
Letter Template – Adolescent Vaccination State Mandate

This letter is designed to alert parents about adolescent vaccination mandates in your state and encourage them to proactively immunize their children according to state requirements.  This letter is designed in a “template” format, which features text in brackets (eg, [insert state or specific state vaccination requirements]) enabling you to tailor the information for your community.
**Please place letter on school letterhead before duplicating**

**Please be sure to delete the above title / information before duplicating this letter**

[Insert date]

[Insert School Year] New Vaccinations Are Needed to Attend School Next Year

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

Immunizations are an important part of your child’s health and [Insert state] law requires that children going to school be vaccinated to help prevent certain vaccine-preventable diseases. 

As your child’s school nurse, I’m writing to inform you that the [Insert State Public Health Department] has required additional vaccinations for the [Insert Year] school year to help protect preteens and teens against 2 serious diseases: meningococcal disease and pertussis.  Vaccines for meningococcal disease and pertussis are required for all students [Insert State Mandate Requirements – eg, prior to sixth grade entry, etc.] in order to attend school next year.

If your child is not up to date, I recommend you schedule an appointment with your child’s health-care provider or the public health department to obtain the required vaccines as soon as possible.  You will be required to provide proof of vaccination (ie, Certificate of Immunization) from your child’s health-care provider or public clinic by [Insert date].  

Following is information about meningococcal disease and pertussis:

Meningococcal Disease (meningitis)

Meningococcal disease is a serious bacterial infection that can cause meningitis and take the life of a child in just a single day.  While meningitis is rare, common everyday activities – such as kissing and sharing drinking glasses – can put even healthy kids at risk for getting the disease. 

Anyone can get meningitis, but preteens and teens are at greater risk for infection, and more likely to die from the disease compared with other age groups.  Meningitis vaccination is particularly important because the disease moves quickly and can be hard to recognize, especially in its early stages when symptoms are similar to those of less serious illnesses, such as common viral infections.  Public health officials recommend meningococcal vaccination for preteens and teens beginning at age 11, with a booster dose by 18 years of age.  

Pertussis (whooping cough)

Pertussis is 1 of the most common respiratory diseases in American teens and adults.  It is often called whooping cough because some people with the disease make a loud “whoop” sound as they struggle to breathe through the narrowed airways between coughing spasms.

Pertussis causes a prolonged cough that can last weeks or months, and can potentially result in pneumonia or hospitalization.  Teens can spread pertussis to their younger brothers and sisters when coughing and sneezing, which can become life-threatening – especially for infants under 12 months of age.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends a single dose of Tdap vaccine for adults and adolescents, especially those in close contact with a baby.  It is important to speak with your health-care provider about whether you and your family should get vaccinated. 

Meningococcal and pertussis vaccines are safe and effective, and the best way to help prevent preteens and teens from contracting these diseases.  The cost of the vaccines are covered by most health insurance or you can contact your local public health department to determine if your child is eligible to receive the vaccines free of charge through programs like the Vaccines for Children Program.

For more information about vaccines required for adolescents in our state, please contact the public health department or call my office.  I encourage you to speak with me or your child’s health-care provider about vaccination against these very serious diseases.

Sincerely,

[Insert name of school nurse]
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